
INTRODUCTION

Are you interested in our natural environment, how we can
look after it and inspire others to do the same? 

SRUC’s Wildlife and Conservation Management course is aimed
at those who care about wildlife and the environment and want
to protect it so that everyone may enjoy it. 

The Wildlife and Conservation Management BSc at SRUC is a
dynamic and hands-on course taught by enthusiastic
professionals with direct experience in the land-based
industries. 

The UK government has recognised that the natural
environment needs sensitive management and there has been
a corresponding increase in environmental protection in the
countryside. These changes have brought with them a demand
for well-qualified and knowledgeable individuals who have both
the technical know-how and the people management skills to
implement these changes efficiently.

KEY FACTS

Entry Requirements:

4 Highers BBCC / 
3 A-Levels BCC
or equivalent

Where can I study?

BSc/BSc (Hons) Wildlife
and Conservation
Management - Aberdeen,
Barony

Top-up degree -
Edinburgh

HND Wildlife and
Conservation
Management - Aberdeen,
Barony, Oatridge

HNC Wildlife and
Conservation
Management - Aberdeen,
Barony, Elmwood,
Oatridge and part-time
Distance Learning

BSc / BSc (Hons) Wildlife & 
Conservation Management



15 modules per year
Half day contact time per
week
Mix of assessment
methods: posters;
presentations; essays;
seminars; in class tests; 1
formal exam

8 modules per year
Half day contact time per
week
Same mix of assessment
methods but bigger
emphasis on developing
academic and research
skills
Honours dissertation in 4th
year

COURSE STRUCTURE

Years 1 and 2

Years 2 and 4

ENTRY POINTS 

Completion of the first 2 years
of this course are the
equivalent of the HND in
Wildlife Conservation
Management. Therefore
completion of a relevant HND
or an HND in Wildlife
Conservation Management
may be considered for
advanced entry into Year 2 or
3. A foundation degree may
also be considered.

STUDY MODES

This course is available full
time (4 years to complete)
and part time (8 years to
complete)

Study
visits
form an
integral
part of
our
courses.



Biodiversity Conservation;
Ecology and Ecosystems;
Geology and Geomorphology;
Rural Land Use;
Environmental Awareness;
Graded Unit 1

COURSE STRUCTURE
YEAR 1

COMPULSORY MODULES

Tailor
the
course to
your
interests
with a
wide
range of
optional
modules

Interpretation and Visitor
Management Techniques
Classification and
Identification of Organisms
Leadership of Countryside
Activities
Planning and Development:
An Introduction
Biology: An Introduction
Heritage Studies
Wildlife Management
 Animal Care: Wildlife
 Wildlife Husbandry and
Rehabilitation
 Information Technology

OPTIONAL MODULES

Data Collection and
Handling Methods
Ecological Surveying
Tourism: Sustainability and
Rural Communities
Education for
Sustainability: Principles
and Practices
Terrestrial Ecosystems
Habitat Management
Applied Interpretation
Graded Unit 2
Graded Unit 3

COURSE STRUCTURE
YEAR 2

COMPULSORY MODULES

GIS and Remote Sensing
Interpretive Planning and
Evaluation
Climate Change and the
Global Environment
Land and Habitat
Restoration
Multipurpose Woodland
Management
Field Study Skills
Wildlife Interactions with
Agriculture
RBM: Active Tourism

OPTIONAL MODULES



COURSE STRUCTURE
YEAR 3

Conservation Site
Management
Ecological Principles and
Applications
Rural Planning and
Environmental Assessment
Integrated Catchment
Management
Community Project
Management
Research Skills and Data
Analysis

COMPULSORY MODULES

GIS and Remote Sensing
Interpretive Planning and
Evaluation
Climate Change and the
Global Environment
Land and Habitat
Restoration
Multipurpose Woodland
Management
Field Study Skills
Wildlife Interactions with
Agriculture
RBM: Active Tourism

OPTIONAL MODULES

COURSE STRUCTURE
YEAR 4

Honours Project or Work
Based Research Project
Action for Biodiversity
Wildlife and Resource
Management Conflicts
Professional Skills for
Conservation

COMPULSORY MODULES

Evolutionary Ecology
Issues in Heritage
Interpretation
Landscape Scale
Conservation
Marine Ecology and
Conservation
Upland Management
Practical Applications in
WPWM
Advanced GIS
Topical Issues

OPTIONAL MODULES

Learn

essential

skills for

the industry



STUDENT PROFILE

Joanna Dick is a graduate of
our Wildlife and
Conservation Management
course and she says:

“The course is excellent
because it has equipped me
with a range of skills that I
need for the job I am now
doing. Practical experience
gained during my studies,
and going out on the site
with the college
conservation club has been
of particular value in the
post." 

"SRUC is a small institution,
and the interaction between
the students and lecturers
really helped get the best
out of me and maintain my
enthusiasm during my
studies.”

FIELD TRIPS AND STUDY
TOURS

Study visits form an integral
part of our courses and
help students see how
theories discussed in class
are put into practice in real
life situations. 

For example: A visit to the
RSPB Loch of Strathbeg
reserve demonstrates how
rare breed Konik ponies are
used to graze the
vegetation to create ideal
conditions for important
populations of breeding
wading birds and wintering
wildfowl. 

Study tours are longer trips
away from the campus
which enable students to
explore many aspects of
elements covered in the
course, sometimes in other
parts of the world. 

First year students have a
residential trip with the
National Trust for Scotland
at their prestigious Mar
Lodge Estate in the
Cairngorms National Park
helping with practical tasks
which help to conserve the
Caledonian pine forest. We
learn how to set camera
traps at sites used by BBC
Winterwatch and undertake
bat and plant surveys. We
explore the site with the
NTS ranger and ecologist
who explain the
complexities of managing
large visitor numbers in a
high profile mountain area.

"The
course is
excellent
because
it has
equipped
me with
a range
of skills
that I
need for
the job I
am now
doing."



GRADUATE AND CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

"I did the
HNC Wildlife
and
Conservation
Management
course at
SRUC's
Elmwood
campus and
I've never
looked
back."  

Graduate Profile

Jenny had an arts and social sciences degree and had been doing
office-based jobs when she was made redundant and then
decided on a career change.

“I read a magazine article about a lady who was in a similar
situation and age to me who had packed up her life and travelled
to Africa as a conservation volunteer. That was a moment of
clarity for me, so six months later, I went on my own to a game
reserve in South Africa, where I volunteered for 6 weeks. I learned
about habitat management, conservation of indigenous plants and
eradication of alien species. Working in such a beautiful
environment simply ignited the fire inside me that was already
glowing, so when I returned to the UK I set about investigating how
I might land such a job.”

“I contacted Fife Coast and Countryside Trust who suggested I do
the HNC Wildlife and Conservation Management course at SRUC’s
Elmwood campus, and I’ve never looked back.”

“The course covered so much, including: land and its uses,
whether for agriculture, recreation and conservation;
interpretation; archaeology; bird ID; red squirrel surveys and
geology. As well as studying I had a part-time job as an Education
Ranger at The Scottish Deer Centre, and I also volunteered with
Fife Coast and Countryside Trust, helping with the West Sands
dune stabilisation project. This is an ongoing programme that
involves transplanting grasses from stable areas to more
precarious sections of the dunes in danger of coastal erosion.”

Jenny’s claim to fame is that she appeared briefly on Television
shows Countryfile and Landward, when they were doing features
on conservation and education. Jenny is very grateful to the team
at SRUC for helping make her career change possible.



GRADUATE AND CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Gain
employment
in a
variety of
conservation
positions  

Ecological Consultant
Countryside Ranger
Access Officer
Area Officer for Scottish Natural Heritage
RSPB Warden
Environmental Education Officer
Scottish Wildlife Trust Training Team Leader
Interpretation Officer
Project Officer
Environmental Campaigner
Publicity Officer

Students who have graduated from this course have gone on to gain
in employment in positions such as: 



WWW.SRUC.AC.UK

Search for the relevant SRUC Campus page on Facebook

@SRUCStudy

@SRUCStudy

study@sruc.ac.uk

0800 269 453

www.sruc.ac.uk/
conservation


